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[.—Forricn Pottrics. 


‘Jabad Patrikd, of the 3rd March, says that, so long 
sselummcongmaue as the Liberal party in England remain out 


The Burmese annexation. of power, they show great sympathy with the 


ia; but no sooner do they come into power, they forget every- 
Ds o™ a peony stern look up on India. They could not tolerate a moment’s 
i th annexing Burmah. But so long as the Burmese are not completely 
re Mer] the British Government will have to spend a heavy sum for the 
administration of their country. The income of the country will not 
sover the expense of its administration, and it has been estimated that 
, million of pounds will be annually taken from India for this purpose. 
The advantages derived by England will be the liberal salaries of the 
Enolish officers, and increased profits of the commercial community. 
This is a conclusive proof of the fact that Englishmen always look to the 
} f their own countrymen. 
oT "The same paper pose that though Moses and Jesus Christ were 
a prophets, they did not know that politics and 
Religion and polities. religion are quite opposed to eacao other; 
otherwise Moses would not have announced the ten commandments, and 
Jesus would not have enforced them. One of the ten commandments 
is: ‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, wife, &c., and anything 
that is thy neighbour’s.” But no sooner had Moses and Christ left the 
world, than the followers of Christ were bent on snatching away the 
crowns and dominions of their innumerable neighbours. Even now the 
inhabitants of the Continent of Europe are depriving the American-Indians 
of their paternal property. They take pleasure in taking away the lives and 
properties of their African neighbours. The Russians are gradually de- 
priving the poor Chiefs of Central Asia of the dominions which they 
have enjoyed from time immemorial, and are advancing with rapid pace 
towards their Indian neighbours. The English have made a peace with 
the Afghans after taking the lives of many of them on various occasions, and 
have now deprived the poor and simple Burmese of their fatherland. Now 
what interpretation can be put on the 5th-and 10th commandments? In 
religions other than Christianity, there are thousands of such commandments, 
and there cannot be much to blame if one or two are infringed. But here 
the commandments are only ten, and how would Christians show their 
face to God after infringing two or three of them? 

3. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 4th March, regrets to learn that the 
dispute between the British Government and 
China respecting the northern frontier of 
Upper Burmah is becoming increasingly serious. The editor will be glad 
to hear of an early settlement of the dispute. 

4. The same paper says that, what Lord Dufferin said in Burmah 
on the subject of employing natives in the 
work of the administration of that country 
was marked by considerable sincerity. That European officials will obtain 
the chief appointments in that country is almost certain, while the state- 
ment of the Viceroy that natives will be largely employed in the public 
service 1s also true. The fact is, natives will be given all appointments on 
small pay which Europeans will not care to accept, and that in this matter 
Government will in Burmah follow the policy which it acts upon in India. 
d The Surabhi and Patékd, of the 4th March, says that by way 
‘of the fulfilment of his promise that he will 
make arrangements for the administration 
of Burmah, leaving the powers of the people intact, Lord Dufferin has 
abolished the Burmese Ministry. The writer hopes that the Judges will 
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decide the case of Colonel Hooper, the Provost Marshal of Burmah, j, n 
impartial spirit. 

Anta DaRpan, 6. The Aryd Darpan, of the 5th March, says that a section 


March Sth, 1886. of the 


Burmese people are opposed to the Epol; 
— and these are inciting the dacoits to 
them. But the higher classes of the people are not opposed to the English 


and have submitted to them. | 

Prasa Banpuv, 7. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 5th March, says that the three reason, 
March 5th, 1886. assigned for interference in the affairs of 
Burmah, namely—(1) The oppression of 

Theebaw, (2) the obstruction of Britis trade, and (3) the French intrigues jy 
the Burmese Caurt, do not justify the annexation of that country in the 
interests of India. The native papers were unanimous in their Opposition 
to the measure. It is a matter of great regret that those who benefit by the 
conquest do not pay for it, while its cost has been thrown on the people of 


Burmah. 


poor India. 
Barat Bast, 8. The Bharat Bast, of the 6th March, says that the crime of 
ve Theebaw appears tobe this :—He tried to 


make an alliance with the French, and so he 
has been punished. Had he been an Emperor of Russia or of China, he 
would have received another sort of treatment. He was weak. He should 
not have formed alliances. He has been very well punished for what ke 
has done. Had a Barmese Prince been placed on the vacant throne, all 
the engagements entered into by Theebaw would have remained in force; 
therefore his kingdom has been annexed. England is now suffering from 
creat depression of trade. An annexation is a great relief to her under such 
circumstances. It will afford a ready market for her goods. The annexa- 
tion has not cost England a farthing ; all parties have combined to throw that 
burden on the people of India. India has borne the costs of so many 
foreign wars, why should she not bear it inthis case too? It is said 
that the cost is only Rs. 35,00,000. But England, though rich, cannot 
pay this trifling amount. 
Dacca PRakasu, 9, The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 7th March, says that India has not 


etiam Ge cn benefited in the least by the Burmese war, 
| ne which was undertaken in the interests of 
the Manchester and Birmingiam merchants, and yet the people of India 
have been saddled with the cost not only of tie war, but also of the pacifica- 
tion of Burmah. The people would not grudge to pay even hundred times 
Rs. 30,00,000 if Government were obliged to spend it for the defence 
of their lives and property. 
Dacca PRakasu. 10. ‘The same paper cannot belicve that King Theebaw, whose deporta- 
Lord Dufferin at Mandalay. tion Was mourned by thousands of his subjects 
who expressed his hatred for wine on his way 
to Madras, who surrendered himself to the English to prevent bloodshed—a 
fact for which Lord Dufferin gave the credit to General Prendergast—was 4 
cruel tyrant. Nawab Sirajuddowlah was in a similar manner represented as 
a cruel tyrant by the English; but history shows that Siraj’s character was 
much better than that of Lord Clive, the English here. Lord Dufferin has 
said that the Burmese are very happy in getting the English as their ralers. 
If it is so, asks the writer, why did not His Lordship venture to live in the 
palace at Mandalay? The Queen has been pleased to grant a reward 0 
three lakhs of rupees to the troops in Burmah, and Lord Dufferin 18. very 
g'ad to announce the fact. But who will pay the money? This 3 the 
reason why the imposition of the income-tax has become necessary 12 India. 
eh oor ll. The Som Prakdsh, of the Sth March, says that everybody § 
shag cu Oe vlad at the honour shown by Lord Dufferin 
to Mr. Bernard in Burman. Mr, Bernard he 
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eaid that much remains for England to do in Burmah. The writer has no 
Joubt that Upper Burmah will benefit by the administration of Mr. Bernard, 
but it cannot hope with him that India wil] profit by its annexation. _ 

19. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 8th March, says that, if on Axaxpa Bazar 
witnessing the abolition of the Council o€ spars sth, isse, 
Burmese Ministers after Lord Dufferin’s state- 
ment that native agency Would be employed in the work of administration in 
‘hat country, the Burmese should question His Excellency’s sincerity, they 


| could not certainly deserve blame. 


Lord Dufferin in Burmah. 


1l1.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(1) —Police. 


13. Tne Bhdrat Mitra, of the 4th March, says that the Police smanar mires, 
should see that durwans and wicked charac- Mb 4th, 1886. 
Checking of wicked characters terg do not trouble the public during the 
during the Holi festival. ; 
’ Holi festival. 
14. The Som Prakdsh, of the 8th March, referring to the apprehen- Som Praxasz, 
sion of the persons who committed dacoity Mare tb 186. 
‘The dacoity at Jagaddal and the jn Jagaddal, says that it is sorry to hear that 
— some suspect that the local zemindar, Saroda 
Baboo, is complicated in the affair, and that it is glad to hear of the ability 
and diligence shown by Baboo Dwarikanath Bose, the able Police Inspec- 
tor of Sonarpore. The writer complains that for the last two or 
three months the Sonarpore Police has not been seen to go on rounds 
at might. 
15. The same paper, referring to a theft at Kodali, near the Editor’s 80m Praxasu. 
office, says that these thefts and dacoities are 
_The inerease of thefts and dacoities, dye to the negligence of the Sonarpore 
ee aul ipes Police and the authorities. Will not the 
| Magistrate try to obtain security of person and property? If the pre- 
| sent state of things remains for some time longer, it will be difficult to put 
an end to robberies. | 
16. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th March, says that while a Bonpwan sansvamr, 
jatra performance was going on in _ March Yth, 1886. 
Raneegunge, a squabble took place between 
a Police constable and one of the audience. At this the Police Inspector 
came out, and the Police constables furiously attacked the crowd. Shortly 
ifterwards two youths, covered with blood, and bearing marks of assault 
with a stick, were seen to be carried to the Nazir’s house. While the 
Nazir was busy in attending to these wounded youths, the frantic 
constables attacked his house. A horrible scene would have been enacted 
if many gentiemen had not interfered. In attempting to resist the Police, 
4 gentleman got a finger of his hand broken. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


17. The Pratikdr, of the 19th February, blames its countrymen for Pearman 
their apathy in public matters. The Feb 1th, 1886. 
samtor i uorery Magistrates cf Ber- Honorary Magistrates of the Berhampore 
oe Bench neglect their duties, and so the Bench 
8 likely to be abolished. 


18. The Ahdrat Mihir, of the 4th March, is at aloss to understand Basnar Mmm. 

Mr. Beveridge. why in making the recent acting appoint- March 4th, 1886. 
, ments for the High Court bench the claims of 
‘lr. Beveridge, an able and experienced District Judge, were overlooked. 
the reason of bis supersession to be found in his love for the people of this 
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country? Mr. Beveridge and Mr. Cotton are both guilty of the say 
crime. There is no hope of justice, it seems, from Government in the 


U 
19. The Arya Darpan, of the 5th March, approves of the ienelohans wet 
as iia til of Sir Comer Petheram, the Chief Justice .: Mm M2 
ee the Allahabad High Court, as Chief Justi Ma 
of the Calcutta High Court in the place of Sir Richard Garth. He is 4, fae Be 
able man, and a man of independent spirit. . the 
90. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 6th March, does not believe that 
sii ii ci iia Messrs. Grant and Porter have any claims t) ¢ 
become Judges of the High Court. If tig 
Judgeships are to be given to Europeans only, there are many Distric, a 
Judges who are abler men than Messrs. Grant and Porter. Why have the be 
been superseded ? ; M 
21. The same paper is sorry that Baboo Kisori Mohan Chatter 
Baboo Kisori Mohun Chatterji. Barrister-at-Law, has not been appointed 
Presidency Magistrate for the town of (Cal- Co 
cutta in the place of Mr. B. L. Gupta. The chance of the Baboo’s MM 5 
appointment asa Judge of the High Court is still distant. He has been ( 
appointed ‘Law Reporter” for eight months. Why has he not been r 
made permanent in that office, the duties of which he has discharged for o' 
a long time? : } 
22. The Nava Medint, of the 6th March, says that on the day the a 
Moulvie Buzlul Karim, Deputy order on the Gajan case was passed, there was | h 
se renaenedh sas no time for the accused to get the copy im ( 
of the judgment. Next day they paid the usual extra fee for getting the Hm J 


copy on that very day. When the amla went to get the signature of the 
Moulvie he got incensed and refused to sign. It was then explained to 
him that if the extra fee is deposited the copy must be given on that very 
day, and he signed with reluctance, but raised an objection on the score that 
the copy was prepared without his order. But it was pointed out that the 
peshkar had the power of giving order for the preparation of the | 
copy. The Deputy Magistrate then gave an order that the copy could | 
be received by that mukhtesr alone who had signed the petition for getting 

the copy. The mukhtear had then left the Court. He had to be brought 
back from his house to take the copy. Finding all objection useless, he 
brought a miscellaneous case against the stamp vendor and the mukhtear 
for affixing the previous day’s court-fee to the copy taken the next 
day, and let them off after much difficulty. The Ghattal jail was destroyed 
by the floods, and so it was resolved to send the prisoners to Midna- 
pore. There was a lame man and a sick man among the prisoners. 
They agreed to pay their steamer hire, and the Deputy Superintend- | 
ent of the jail and the guard applied to the Deputy Magistrate for 
permission to send them by steamer. But the permission was refused, 
and they were compelled to walk on foot. The Deputy Magistrate 
ordered that they, being respectable men of Kshirpai, should be 
compelled to go through that town ; but the guard being responsible for 
the conveyance of prisoners, and apvrehending that an affray might take 
place if they were made to passthrough Kshirpai, took the road through 
Narajole. Hearing this, the Deputy M avistrate ordered them back to Ghattal, 
and called for an explanation from the guard and the Court Sub-Inspector 
far disobeying his order. They gave the explanation mentioned above, and he 
again ordered that the prisoners should be taken through Kshirpai. Tbe 
guard were about to carry out the order, but fortunately the Judge’s order 
for the release of the prisoners on bail, arrived before they had proceeded 
far, and the prisoners were released by the Deputy Magistrate after some 
hesitation. The writer thinks that a Magistrate who acts in this ungentle 
manly and illegal way should receive higher punishment than mere - 
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The case of rape brought against a Commissioner of the Ramjivanpore 
‘cipality by a woman, as reported in paragraph 49 of our report for the 
ae alia the 27th February, has been transferred to the file of the 
week en te of Midnapore. The writer thinks that in trying the case the 
om should not rely on the evidence of two or three witnesses alone. 
Sold come to the place of occurrence and try to collect evidence from 
the people. ; 
oh approving heartily of the appointment of Sir Comer 
-. : Petheram in the a of Sir Richard 
Garth, the Paridarshak, of the 6th March, 
rannot approve of the action of Government in pensioning off Sir Richard 
rfore the completion of his full term of office, in order to deprive 
lr, Justice Mitter of his chance of becoming Officiating Chief Justice. 


94. The Sédhdrant, of the 7th March, says that from the appoint- 


, _, ment of Sir Comer Petheram as Chief 
a new appointments to the High Fotis th ray he hoped shat iustios 
rill be satisfactorily administered. Referring to the appointment of Messrs. 
Grant and Porter as Judges of the High Court, the writer says that these 
iwo appointments are not approved of by the public. Mr. Grant has not 
riven proof of any great judicial ability during the long time tnat he 
tas been Judge of Hooghly. Mr. Beveridge is an officer of long standing, 
and has become familiar with native customs and manners, but probably 
his love of natives has stood in the way of his promotion to the High 
Court. Mr. Tayler, too, isa Judge of old standing, still his claims toa 
Judgeship in the High Cuurt, it seems, have not been established. 


95. The Som Prakash, of the 8th March, says that, from the appoint- 
ment of Messrs, Grant and Porter as Judges 


sie Comer Petharam. 


Natives and Judgeships in the High 


Court. of the High Court, it appears that Govern- 


ment is not willing to appoint natives to 
Judgeships in the High Court and to other high offices. 


26. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 12th March, says that Sir Richard 


eieidiaiataean Garth, though an able and experienced Judge, 

has not been able to raise the High Court in 
the estimation of the people. He has not been able to do anything 
towards reforming the judicial administration of this country. He raised 
the question of reducing court-fees, but could do nothing. He protested 
against the appointment of Mr. Justice Mitter as Officiating Chief Justice 
during his absence. This shows that he was not a respector of justice. 
During the libert Bill agitation he forsook the natives altogether. 


(d)—LHducation. 


27. A correspondent of the Pratikdr, of the 19th February, says that 
i Mian _ Mr. Livingstone, the Principal of the Berham- 
; pore College, is unworthy of the high office 
which he holds. He looks more to the interests of the Mission School than 
‘0 those of the College. He is a bigoted Christian, but he should know that 
by neglecting the duty entrusted to him he is barring his way to heaven. 
‘Umour has it that he is ready to help the school in the matter of the 
distribution of prizes by injuring the College. The writer does not pretend 
to know what the Director of Public Instruction will say when he comes 
; know all this. Mr. Livingstone has injured the cause of Sanskrit teach- 
"8 10 his College by appointing Baboo Kedar Nath Battacharjee, a man 
‘shorant of Sanskrit, as head pundit. | a | 
28. The Paridarshak, of the Gth March, deplores the want of moral 
a training in schools and colleges of the 
wlleges, "Ki Schools and present day. © Educated natives in high 
position are often very intemperate in their 
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habits. Under such circumstances it is to be hoped that the Dro. 
prietors of the numerous private schools will give particular atte. by 
tion to this subject. For various reasons Government Cannot give moral 
education in its schools and colleges. . 

29. A correspondent of the same paper notices acase in which , 

Mahomedan student of the Debrugarh Schq,) 

A bad boy of the Debrugarh attempted to commit rape on a girl 
School “iP Bir, The 

7 school authorities, instead of punishing tj, 
boy, have sent him up for the Entrance examination. The cage ,, 
sull swbjudice. 


30. The Bangabdst, of the 6th March, says that when Mr, Garrett 
was Inspector of Schools in the Pre. 
Selection of text-books in the Presi- dency Circle he used to encourage authors 
re by including any good book in the list of 
text-books if it had been approved by the Text-Book Society. This was 
a distinct gain, but owing to a large number of text-books being fixed on 
each subject there was some difficulty felt at the time of the middle 
scholarship examination. Baboo Radhika Prasanna Mookerjee, the present 
Inspector, held a Conference for the selection of text-books for the year 
1887. The Baboo himself, one or two Deputy Inspectors subordinate to 
him, and a few Head Masters of Middle Class Schools, were present at the 
Conference. Tiose who are under the influence of western education beliave 
in the efficacy of these conferences, but the writer has no faith in them. It | 
is not proper that the same book should remain a text-book for years, , 
The University of Calcutta has given up the system of retaining the same 
text-book for many years. Why should the system given up by the Uni- 
versity be retained in the middle school examination ? These remarks apply 
to the text-books on Bengali Literature. Why have two works on Indian | 
history been selected as text-books? Radhika Baboo’s Bhuvidya 
has been retained as text-book. The writer cannot speak weil of 
this book. Mr. P. N. Bose, the geologist, has written a good book on 
the subject, and it has been approved by the Text-Book Committee. | 
Why have two books of hygiene been selected? Mr. Cunningham’ 
Sanitary Primer and Radhika Baboo’s Svasthya Raksha? Does not this 
show that both the books are incomplete ? 


31. The Sddhdrant, of the 7th March, referring to Governments 
statement in the Administration Report, that 

Gor ernment and high eduea-_ i, intends to make over to local bodies some 
, of the Government Colleges, and that the 
successful competition of private enterprise, and the fact that the Government 
Colleges were run close in the supplementary examination, show that 
Government can now gradually retire from the direction of higher 
education, says that these statements are plausible enough. It is stated 
in the Report that Rs. 269 is spent every year by Government 
for each of the students receiving high education. This high cost 1 
accounted for by the high salaries of the Professors. But the writer cannot 
approve of the reduction of expenditure by the abolition of such highly 
useful institutions as Government Colleges. If the cost is high, the salaries 
of the Professors should be reduced. Government intends to retire from 
the direction of high education by referring to the recommendations of the 
Education Commission, by complimenting the people on their capacity for 
directing high education, and by referring to its own want of funds, But 
Government is not considering that high education is the source of all 
the blessings which the people may enjoy under British rule. If Gor 
ernment retires from the direction of high education, the axe will be laid 
at its root. The writer earnestly entreats Government not to abolish the 
Government Colleges. It is not possible that the progress of high educt- 
tion will be as satisfactory as before if there are only colleges maintained 


rasa) 
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tion Committees with small aid from Government, or by 
Lag teoong Such Colleges will not be able to employ really com- 
at Professors on high salaries. In other departments the evils arising 
0 the incompetence of the lower officers may be remedied by the 
oe - officers. But in the matter of education, and specially in 
Me of high education, this is not possible. The more wise, the more 
ligent, and the more learned the Professor is, the better will the students 
> ai Owing to these considerations the writer requests the Bengal 
Government not to abolish Government Colleges. 

89 The Dacca Prakash, of the 7th March, says that the people of 
India can, if they like, become the first 
nation in the world in arts and manufactures, 
snd yet India is ina degraded condition. This is to be attributed to 
‘he want of technical education. . The spread of technical education 1s sure 
‘remove much of the misery of India. Itis a hopeful sign that the 
sttention of educated natives has been directed to this matter. The 
entire population of India should try to encourage technical education. 
{ model colleges for instruction in arts and manufactures be established 
in the place of some of the colleges for general education, people are likely 
to derive greater advantages from them. . 

33, The Dainik, of the 11th March, says that the question paper set 

by Babu Rajendra Nath Gupta on history to 
ee candidates for the minor and vernacular 
as Suan ciaae scholarship examinations held at the Normal 
School, Hooghly, was very hard. The system of conducting these examina- 
tions should be reformed radically. 


Technical education. 


(e)—Local Self-government and Municipal administration. 


384. The Murshidabad Patrikd, of the 8rd March, says that an ad- 


mirable improvement has been made regard- 
ing the assessment and collection of the muni- 
cipal tax in Berhampore. Even a poor day-labourer who, with his wife and 
children, four or five in number, lives in a jungle, depending partly on the 
handful of rice which the liberal Maharani Surnamoyee of Cassimbazar daily 
distributes to the poor, and partly on his own earnings, which rarely exceed 
Ks.3a month, has been assessed at the rate of one anna. This is, no 
coubt, a very substantial aid to the municipal fund. If any of the local 
readers wishes to witness with his own eyes how the filth of the town 
3 being cleared, he is requested to go once or twice to the lanes of 
Acharyapara, in Khagra ; and if he wishes to have a clear idea of the con- 


dition of all the lanes, he may walk a pace or two for a few minutes to the 
fast, west, or north of Paran Shil’s house. 


The Murshidabad'Municipality. 


80. The Sahachar, of the 8rd March, referring to the appointment. 


of Dr. Simpson as Health Officer of Calcutta, 
says that it does not think Dr. K. D. Ghose, 
re an incompetent man, but that it and every 
impartial man must say that another native candidate, Dr. K. P. Gupta, 
8 afar more competent man. Leaving aside the question of the comparative 
ments of Dr. Ghose and Dr. Gupta, he, the writer, proceeds to discuss the 
OMparative merits of Dr. Simpson and Dr. Ghose. It is true that Dr. Ghose 


oe peice Knowledge of sanitation. But does the excavation of a 
eee district qualify a person to be the Health Officer of a large 
. r.. 


i ae Simpson has both theoretical and practical knowledge of the 
y — towns, while Dr. Ghose has only a theoretical knowledge 
Wade yect. Dr. Ghose again does not know how to analyse food, 

"t, and gas; but Dr. Simpson can analyse those things. It is not 


Appointment of Dr. Sim son as 
Health Officer of Calcutta. . 
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proper that when there will be a Health Officer on alarge salary, a Separate 
person should be appointed for the analysis of those things, Thus 
Dr. Simpson is more competent for the office of Health Officer, 1, 
objections to Dr. Simpson’s appointment as Health Officer are };. 
youth, and ignorance of native ways and manners. As for the fir 
objection, the writer asks at what age Macaulay came to India, and th, 
late Justice Dwarka Nath Mitter, and the present native Judge, Baboo 
Romesh Chunder Mitter, were raised to the Bench of the High Court, ang 
how old is Mr. Ilbert. Asfor the second objection, the writer asks hoy 
many officials come to India with a knowledge of native customs and 
manners. 

36. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 4th March, says that though the hes 

has just begun to be oppressive the want 
of water is being felt. The M unicipality 
should attend to this matter. 
37. The same paper says that though the Calcutta Municipality derives 
a large income from SBorrabazar, it always 
pleads want of funds when proposals are 
made for widening the streets of that quarter; but the Municipality finds 
money to widen the streets in other parts of the town. The Khangrapati 
road specially is very narrow. Owing to its also being crowded with carriages 
on some occasions owing to the Armenian Church being situated in it, and 
owing to the presence of small traders on two sides of the street, the foot 
passengers have to suffer much inconvenience. 

88. The Bheri, of the 5th March, says that the people of Calcutta 
have filled the wells in their houses. The 
Commissioners have filled up almost all the 
small tanks. If the water-supply is stopped at such a time the people will 
suffer greatly from the scarcity of water. Such a stoppage of the water- 
supply occurred at 10 a.m. last Monday. People got no water till? ax, 
Wednesday. The Commissioners of the northern quarters and the Vice- 
Chairman also knew how intensely the people suffered for want of water, but 
they took no remedial measures. 

39. The BLangabdst, of the 6th March, says that the Howrah Munici- 


pality is constructing roads in every part of the 
town for the improvement of the dustees. | 
The lands on which these roads are being made do not belong to the 
Municipality, and it does aot pay for them. It does not pay even for the 
houses it is demolishing. The people of Howrah have memorialized the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on the subject. If there be any truth in their 
allegations, the grievances should be redressed without loss of time. The 
writer asks the authorities to make an enquiry into the complaints. 

40. The Sanjivant, of the 6th March, says that the arrangements for 
the increased water-supply of Calcutta will be 
completed during the course of March. Sit 
Rivers Thompson will open the new works, and 
a large sum is likely to be expended in the ceremony. The writer's 
opposed to any expenditure for such ceremonies on two grounds :—(I) The 
Municipality has no money to improve the sanitary condition of the tow2, 
and the Government party in the Municipal Board are trying hard to increase 
the house-tax. Under such circumstances no money should be spent 1 
pompous ceremonies. (2) Sir Rivers Thompson is still trying to ruia the 
Municipality. He should not be allowed to preside at the opening of the 
Municipal works. The Commissioners have no right to spend money “i 
amusements. ‘They will be liable to punishment if they do. How can 
Sir Rivers Thompson, the fountain-head of all legislation, jo” tne 


sage Municipality and water-sup- 
ply 


The strects of Burrabazar. 


Municipal mismanagement, 


Bustce improvement in Howrah. 


Water-supply of Calcutta, and Sir 
Rivers Thompson. 
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toners in an illegal act? The writer requests the Commissioners not 
por resources in this way at a hard time like this. 
wi 4), The Som Prakdsh, of the 8th March, says that for a long time sou Pnasase, 

vsertenantGovernor, and the past Sir Rivers Thompson has been ‘s*16« 

-izing of the house-tax. displeased with Calcutta. He becomes 

at the words of educated Bengalis, and especially of fearless natives 
ai Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta. For this reason he desires to 
jestroy, a3 far as possible, the system of self-government. He has been 
for along time trying to exercise authority over the Calcutta Municipality. 
This object of his was being in some measure fulfilled owing to disunion 
smong the native Commissioners, and other reasons. But this state of 
‘kinos was completely altered at the last sitting of the Municipal Meeting. 
Covernment desires to make all sanitary arrangements at once by levying 
shigh tax upon house-owners. ‘The Europeans never paid for municipal 
works before. Nor are they willingto bear the expenses of those works 
now. The Commissioners are prepared to make the necessary sanitary 
srrangements, but they have wanted time for doing so. Because the Com- 
missioners have common sense and respect for justice, they are not willing 
to raise the house-tax to 10 per cent. Because Government has not much 
respect for considerations of justice or mercy, it insists upon the raising of 
the house-tax. In order to make the Commissioners raise the tax, the letter 
of the Secretary of State on this subject was suddenly published on the day 
of the Meeting, but, in spite of this, Government’s object has been defeated. 

42. The Samaya, of the 8th March, was under the impression that — samava, 
Mr. Harrison was a great friend of the Mcb St, 18%, 
natives, but that impression has _ been 
reproved by his present attitude. He is afraid of the ascendancy of 
Hindus in the Municipality. The scandal he created in the affair of the 
appointment of the Health Officer is well known. Only the other day he 
proposed the increase of the house-tax to 10 per cent. So far about the 
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' Mr. Harrison. 


Chairman of the Muncipality. It is needless to say that Government is 


an enemy to the Municipality. The influence of the Health Society is being 
felt, and it will be felt more strongly in the future. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


43. The Pratikdr, of the 19th February, says that Mr. Miller, the — prarmas, 
Manager of the Burdwan Raj Estate, wrote — Feb. 1%b, 1886. 
to the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 
in the absence of the Collector, that certain Gomastas of the Sujamuta 
Estate, belonging to the Raj, had gone away without rendering accounts, 
and that they should be arrested. To this communication the Commissioner 
replied that the Magistrate would take the necessary steps. Shortly after 
this a communication was addressed to the Commissioner of Orissa from 
the Board, with clear instructions that the names of the Joint Managers 
of the Burdwan Raj Estate should be substituted in the place of that of 
Narayan Kumari in Collector’s books against the Sujamuta Estate. If 
the higher officials work in concert in this way, there is no remedy against 
the Oppression practised by them. It is a matter of great surprise that 
anvehari Baboo, who is acquainted with everything connected with the 
}» acquiesced in this illegal act. 
44, The Navavibhdtar, of the 8th March, says that not even the Czar  navavisnaxan, 
nent pe gut of Wards and appoint. Of Russia possesses such power as is possessed by March 8th, 1886. 
ors of Wards’ estates. the Court of Wards in the matter of the ap- 
peta of Managers. Under the Court of, Wards’ Act the Court can also, 
“e the assistance of the Commissioner and the Collector, do anything 
Pieases with the life and property of the wards. Every true jurist must 
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admit that these Jarge powers should be curtailed. But it is no Wonder 
that the principles of legislation should be disregarded in & province where : 
civilian like Sir Rivers Thompson is ruler, and civilians like Messrs, Garrett 
and Nolan are legislators. Oan any legal provision be worse than that 
the Court of Wards will be able to remove Managers appointed by wills? Th, 
Court of Wards does not appoint persons who are interested in the 200d 
management of an estate as its Manager. The Court drives away such per. 
sons if they are appointed Managers by wills. The writer says that,’from the 
provision that the assistance of the Civil Courts would be necessary whey 
some among the wards have attained majority, if appears that the Act 
did not intend that the estates of the minor wards should remain unde, 
the Court. If a co-sharer can be appointed Manager under the Court of | 
Wards, whv cannot also a person who is entitled to succession be 
appointed Manager ? The danger to the life of the minor is equal in both 
cases. The Indian Legislators think that the nearest relatives of the minor 
are his greatest enemies. For this reason not the uncles of the minor 
Rajkumar of Mayurbhunj, but a stranger, was appointed Manager of the 
estate. But the eminent jurist Jeremy Bentham was in favour of the 
appointment of such near relatives as Managers of the estates of minors, 
But Indian legislators consider officials to be the best Managers for 
those estates, 


(7) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


45. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th March, says that three 
extensive tracts in three thanas in the Burdwan 
Division were irrigated with the water of the 
Eden Carial. Had good arrangements been made for the supply of water, 
a larger area could have been irrigated. Owing to want of good arrange- 
ments much water was wasted. Mr. Coxhead always tried to supply the 
people with canal water. If the water of the canal can be carried into the 
Banka, Gangur, Behula, Kana Damodar, and other small rivers, and if 
water can be carried from these rivers into adjacent places, failure of crops 
on account of drought may be prevented. The Magistrate has clearly 
understood this. A large sum will be necessary in order to make these | 
arrangements. Mr. Coxhead, in his proposal to the Commissioner for these 
arrangements, has recommended that a tax of six annas for each bigha 
should be collected from the cultivators; but the cultivators have agreed 
to pay insome places only two annas_ per bigha, and in other places 
only four annas per bigha. The cultivators of very few places alone have 
agreed to pay six annas per bigha. The cultivators are prepared to bear 
the reasonable expenses for these arrangements. They only want that 
they should obtain water when necessary. As they will have to pay the 


tax every year, but will not want the canal water every year, the fixing of | 
the rate at six annas per bigha will be too high. 


(h)— General. 


46. The Charu Vartd, of the 22nd February, says that this is the 
second visit paid by Sir Rivers Thompson 
to Mymensingh. When he came for the 
first time, so much money was not spent in his reception as this time, but 
people had some hopes in those days. This time they have not any hope, 
and so the reception is cold. There may be some glitter outside, but inside 
all is empty. When Sir Rivers came to Mymensingh, people came out of 
curiosity to see the reception, and from this the Hglishman newspaper ba3 | 
concluded that people have accorded him a hearty reception; but te 
Englishman should be contradicted in this respect, for the ignorance of 
the government of the real state of things is often a source of mischief. 


The extension of the Eden Canal. 


Sir Rivers Thompson in Mymensingh. 
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47, The Sahdchar of the 3rd March, says that there is not now a 
single place in the country in which the 
conferring of the right of self people do not watch the manner in which 
goverament upon Tncans. the country is being administered. The 
amon people are no longer indifferent to political matters. The Com- 
7 ioners of divisions imagine and write that the common people are 
different to political matters, merely because they wish in their heart that 
hey should be indifferent to those questions. The English have destroyed 
the village communities, and taken all powers out of the hands of the people ; 
but they have not been able to substitute any system for the village com- 
munities. But power can not exist without responsibility. Though the 
Boelish officers are not responsible to the people, their proceedings are 
arefully watched by newspapers. The work of the officials has become 
« heavy, and their work is being so carefully watched, that the work of 
{ministration can no longer be satisfactorily carried on without the help 
of the people. If the assistance of the people is not taken, the downfall of 
Frolish dominion in India will soon commence. The Commission of Enquiry 
rill be a success or otherwise according as Government does or does not com- 
municate to it the views of natives. Whatis chiefly wanted by Indians is, 
that the representative system should to some extent be introduced into the 
aiministration of the country. The people are disgusted with the present 
Levislative Couneils. Financial arrangements should be settled by the 
Indians in consultation with Government, and should not be a question of 
English party-politics. High offices in the army should be opened to 
natives. Natives can fight best under native officers. Real municipal 
self-government should be conferred upon the people. Government should 


be sincere in its professions. It should do with its whole heart the things 
which it undertakes. 


48. The same paper says that now that the Retrenchment Committee 
has been appointed, and the Commission of 
Enquiry is going to be appointed, natives 
should not sit silent. There is not much hope that the Commission will come 
toIndia. It will be a matter of great rejoicing if a few members of the 
Commission come to India. If the Commission comes to India, natives 
must go before it with their tale of distress. If it does not come to India, 
Indians must send witnesses to England to give evidence before it. 


49. The same paper says that the people have faith in Mr. Elliot, 
Ee oreo the President of the Retrenchment Committee, 
; who is an able and honest man. The Com- 

mittee should not appoint an Englishman on a large salary by dismissing a 


fev clerks and duftries. It should take the evidence of natives 
about the matter of exports and imports. 


00. Referring to the rumour that Lord Dufferin has called for the 
ee | papers of the Laidman case, and that this has 
ay. wHerin and the Laidman ¢aysed some anxiety to Sir Alfred Lyall, who 
us supported Mr. Laidman’s cause, the hdrat 
Mihir, of the 4th March, observes that it cannot say whether His Excellency 
= taken this step with a view to promote the ends of justice, or to save 
it Alfred Lyall from the consequences of an action for libel. Lord Dufferin 
‘as, for various reasons, lost the respect of the people of India, but he will be 
able to revain their respect in a considerable measure even if he does justice 
. this one case by inflicting condign punishment upon the offender. Unfor- 
‘nately Lord Dufferin does not do anything in the exercise of his own in- 


“ependent judgment, but simply agrees to what his Civilian advi 
5 : g sers get 
eady for his approval. oie: r 


The Commission of Enquiry. 
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51. The same paper remarks that Lord Dufferin is said to hay, 
declared war against Theebow at the Instance 
of both Liberals and Conservatives, Ther, 
is nothing to disprove this allegation. The manner in which Mr. Gladstone 
on the occasion of the debate on Mr. Hunter's proposal to exempt India 
from liability to pay the cost of the Burmese war, attempted to reconcile the 
conflicting interests involved in the question, clearly showed that in this 
matter the Liberals were not free from blame. This was followed up by 
both the Houses of Parliament agreeing to throw the cost of the war upon 
India. Both Liberals and Conservatives voted for the repeal of the cottop 
duties. The fact is, when English interests are concerned, neither panty 
shrinks from doing injustice to India, the difference between them in this 
respect being almost inappreciable. Mr. Gladstone made many promise 
| gave many hopes, but has he fulfilled any of them? 
52. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has actually 
The Lieutenant-Governor and Mr. appointed Mr. Nolan in the place of Mr. 
Cotton. MacDonnell to the Revenue Secretaryship 
under the Bengal Government in disregard of the just claims of Mr. Cotton, 
whose only crime would seem to be that he cannot in all matters support 
the acts of Government and sympathizes with the natives. Mr. Nolan, on 
the contrary, possesses the merit of being able in all matters to say things 
according to the wishes of the Lieutenant-Governor. This is but a small 
part of the story of Sir Rivers Thompson’s rule. 
563. The same paper says that there will be no hope of good for this 
The Lieutcnant-Governor and the Country until respectable natives learn to 
Dacca Municipality. sacrifice self-interest for the welfare of the 
people. Sir Rivers Thompson has publicly expressed his dislike and 
contempt for Bengalis and is ever busy in divising means to injure them. 
Those therefore that could for some petty self-interest accord a pompous 
reception to such a ruler and seek to please him by providing him witha 


The cost of the Burmese war. 


costly banquet, cannot but be regarded as enemies of their country. | 


A Zemindar of Rungpore the other day almost worshipped the Lieutenant- 
Governor in the expectation of being made a Rajah, and quite recently the 
Zemindars of Eastern Bengal and the Commissioners of the Dacca Munic- 
pality have gone to large expenses to please the Lieutenant-Governor. 

O4, ‘The same paper says that the tortuous diplomacy which is now 
in the ascendant in Europe is perfectly blind 
to all considerations of morality when self- 
interest is at stake. Pious christians are rending the skies with their 
loudpreaching and appeals to justice and truth, and say that it is sin 


Political morality in Europe. 


to annex foreign territories, and that annexation is opposed to the will | 


of God and of Christ. But all this preaching is meant for others. When 
self-interest is involved, Europe is taught that might is right. The just 
British Government also has followed this precept in annexing Upper 
Burmah. 

55, The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 4th March, refering to the reception 

The zemindars and the public of Of Sir Rivers Thompson, who is, according 0 
Dacea, and Sir Rivers Thompson's it, bitterly hostile to natives, asks when will 
a natives become patriotic, and when will 
wealthy natives learn self-respect ? The people of Dacca and Mymensingh 
have shown great manliness by not taking part in the reception of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, 

06. The same paper says that it is certain that silver worth ten crores 
of rupees will be coined this year. Tbe 
rupee may be valued now at one shilling 
and six pence. Consequently for £7,500,000 the English merchants 
will obtain 10 crores of rupees, but if the former value of the rupee 


The exchange rate, 


pn ~* —) . > ss, oo 
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ad been maintained by Government, it could have given the English 
nants only seven and a half crores of rupees and made a profit of 
eit and a half. This arrangement would not have injured India 
ae The loss would not also have been suffered by the British merchants 
: lusively. By this arrangement the prices of Indian articles would 
ne heen increased in England, consequently the loss would have 
een shared by the whole English people. pore 
57 The same paper says that not Mr. Nolan, but Mr. Cotton, “\aiirt Fant 
7 who is the Senior Secretary of the Board ane 
\fr, Cotton’s claims to the Revenue sing” : 
peretaryabip: of Revenue, and who is a very learned man, 
snd who once before acted as Secretary, should have been appointed in 
the place of Mr. MacDonnell. But because Mr. Cotton has incurred the 
displeasure of the anti-native Sir Rivers Thompson, by espousing the 
~ause of natives, he has been superseded, and Mr. Nolan, who has 
ndeared himself to the Lieutenant-Governor by supporting His Honor'’s 
ction in connection with tne Calcutta Municipality, has been appointed 
tothe Revenue Secretaryship, 

58. The same paper, ay ape ’ = ogg that ~_* 

i a -, eon. mas Called for the papers relating to the 
Porte yoy gal Laidman case, pa that Sir Alfred 
Lyall’s conduct in the matter is deeply to be regretted. The writer hopes 
that Lord Dufferin will do justice in this case. Even Lord Lytton could 
not maintain silence over the I'uller case. The writer is grieved to think 
that worse things will happen under Lord Dufferin than under Lord 
Lytton. 
59. The same paper recommends that anti-native Anglo-Indians like gonssm& paraxa 

Sir Roper Lethbridge should be excluded : 

from the Commission of Enquiry, and that 
the Commission should be formed of generous-minded Englishmen. The 
Commission should come to India for taking the evidence of Indians. 
The recommendations of the Commission should be given effectto. The 
method of procedure of the Commission should be fixed beforehand. An 
agitation should now be made upon the subject by all the Associations in the 
country. 

60. At Punch, of the 5th March, gives a cartoon, in which men of —_4#Poxcu, 

different classes, namely, a  pleader, a © 
barrister, an office-employé, a mookhtear, 
1 merchant, and the servant of a native are represented as having come 
to interview Lord Dufferin, and Lord Dufferin is represented as press 
ing the pleader’s hand and feeling his pocket at the same time. The Editor 
nus addresses those men:—‘ Take care of your pockets. A Saint is 
coming among you.” 

Ol. The Bheri, of the 5th March, does not understand what good Bunt, 

_ The Committee of Enquiry. will result if the Committee of Enquiry — March 5th, 1886. 
a. comes" out to India, for then big folks 

ke Raja Sivaprasad may, in the hope of getting titles, give evidence 

- In accordance with the wishes of the rulers. Again, with whome are 

nh ae est of the Committee to put up when in India? Of course with 

: 710-Indians. Something can be hoped from the Committee, if only 

penienced men like Lords Ripon and Northtook are appointed to it. 

62, A correspondent of the Sdrasvat Patra, of the 6th March, says  susasvar Parma, 
The Post Office at Bejgao. that though a great inconvenience has been March 6th, 1886. 
at Beion _ removed by the establishment of a Post Office 
consider at i people do not get their money for money-orders without a 
lei as ble loss of time. The cause of this delay is, that this Post Office 

set a supply of cash so easily as other offices in Bikrampore. 


SURABHI & PATAKA. 


The Commission of Enquiry. 


Lord Dufferin and Pleaders. 
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BuaRaT Basi. 
March 6th, 1886, 


BHABAT Bast, 


BHARAT BASI. 


BHABAT BASIL 


i oe } 


63. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 6th March, says that those who s 
the Delhi Camp of Exercise with nee 
have not been paid as yet. People had to ¢o,. 
ceal their wives and daughters for fear of violation. The merchants had tg 
bury their treasures for fear of the soldiers. The agriculturists, whose org 
have been destroyed, have not yet been paid, nor has a valuation of these 
crops been as yet arrived at. A Divisional Civil Officer of the Punjab ha, 
distinctly said that all the oppressions attendant on a foreign invasion wer 
practised on the occasion of holding the Camp of Exercise at Delhi. It), 
reported that the Burmese are avenging themselves on the English for jj). 
treatment of their women. The Pconeer says that every One who has gup. 
plied the Camp with anything has been paid. It may be true that entries of | 
payments have been made in the books of the Commissariat Department, bu 
it is a fact that the suppliers have not as yet received anything. The Con. 
missariat has acquired a bad name for acts like these. Government cannot 
check these acts, because military men are implicated therein ; but it will not 
prosper until the Commissariat has been reformed. 


Upplied 


The Delhi Camp of Exercise. C88 aries 


64. The same paper complains that the Viceroy has shown his con. 
tempt for natives by not replying to their 
memorial for enrolment as Volunteers. Could 
he have remained silent for so long a time had the memorial been presented 
by a section of the English community ? 


65. The same paper says that the term of Sir Rivers Thompson's 
office is drawing toa close. The respect in 
which he was held by the people is all goné: 
The writer has not spared him for the wrong he has done to them. He 
would have been glad had he not been obliged to write so strongly against 
Sir Rivers. He thought that he would be able to forget the past, and 
would have no other occasion to write against him; but peace is not to 
be found even at the latter end of Sir Rivers’ administration. The Junior 
Government Pleader of Dacca has been dismissed for taking part in a meeting, 
When the meeting was convened only a small number of men attended it; 
but since the dismissal of the Pleader every one is sympathising with him. 
Perhaps Sir Rivers had no hand in this matter. The district officers have 
done it. The writer hopes that Sir Rivers will express his opinion on this 
matter. The people of Dacca should petition Sir Rivers on the subject, 
and then he would be obliged to say what he thought about it. 


66. The same paper says that the Radicals and the Irish members of 
Parliament can have no sympathy with the 
present system of Indian administration. 
They do not believe that India has been conquered by the sword, and 
therefore they think that it should not be governed with the sword ; butt 
has become apparent that the assistance of the sword will be necessary for the 
defence of India. Thirteen to fourteen crores of Rupees have been expended 
for preparations for a war with Russia, though even the sword has not been 
once drawn in the affair. The old Anglo-Indians in England can see plainly 
that if the administration of India is placed in the hands of Parli- 
ment, there will be great difficulty in exploiting India. The attentio 
of Parliament will be drawn to the high pay of the Civilians. They wil 
not be able to act in an arbitrary manner. ‘The reign of Anglo-Indians 
will be over, and India will get the benefit of English rule. Ind 
will get a taste for freedom. The natives will become _ self-relia0t. 
All unis is intolerable to the old Anglo-I[ndians, and the weak-minded 
Kditor of the Zimes newspaper is giving vent to their feelings in reference 
at the reant meeting of the National Congress at Bombay. 


The native volunteer. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


The National Congress, 


( 315 ) 


paper is surprised to find that, though Moulvi Buzlul 
Karim, the Deputy Magistrate of Ghatal, 
dare not bring a charge of defamation 
wainst tre editor of the Nava Medini, which has brought serious charges 
jainst him, yet Government is silent. The writer hopes that Govern- 


nent will make an enquiry into the matter. 


68, In noticing that the Viceroy has called for the papers of the case 
of Laidman vs. Hearsey, the same _ paper 
pan oe See remarks that mere calling for papers will not 
io, Sir Alfred Lyall should be taught a lesson. Matters would not 
have proceeded so far had he not given undue indulgence to Mr. Laidman. 
c', Alfred did not stop even after the decision of the High Court. 


69, The Nava Medini, of the 6th March, in noticing the fact that the 

bis Liberals have approved of the Burmese war 

eo Liberal Ministry d th pp : 

By ee orn ee and ordered that the cost of the war be 

paid from the Indian treasury, remarks that, no matter whether the party 

in powers was Liberal or Conservative, it was sure that the cost of the war 
sould be thrown on the people of India. 


70. The Sanjivani, of the 6th March, learns from its Mymensing 
i: Rivers Thompson in Eastern COFrrespondent that a large number of zemin- 
Bengal. dars was present at the Mymensing station 
to receive Sir Rivers Thompson when he went to that place. But on 
landing at the station, Sir Rivers, without condescending to say a word to 
the assembled zemindars, proceeded straight to his camp in company of Raja 
Surja Kanta. The zemindars of Mymensing should take a lesson from this. 
The big men of Dacca too went to meet Sir Rivers under a shamiyana in 
front of the Railway Institute. The time appointed was 9-30 p.m., but 
the Lieutenant-Governor did not come at all. At eleven the Commissioner 
informed the assembly that as the night was advanced, it would be difficult for 
every one to see His Honor; but he would see those who were very anxious 
to pay their respects to him. Even after this, some went with the Commis- 
sioner to His Honor, but those who were not known to the Commissioner 
were ordered to return to their bomes. 


71, The same paper says that the Viceroy has not condescended up to 
this time to give any reply to the numerous 
memorials submitted to him by the natives 
from various parts of the country for enrolment as Volunteers. 
recently said in a speech at Madras that he has written to the Secretar 
of State not to allow the natives to become Volunteers, that the Secre- 
lay of State has agreed with him in this matter, but that the 
despatch has not as yet arrived in India. The people of India should 
listen with great attention to the reply given by the Vicercy to their 
prayer to become volunteers. Nameless Eurasians, black and tawny, 
fven Negroes, can become Volunteers, but a thousand and one difficulties 
‘top up when the natives demand the privilege of enrolment. The long 
and short of the thing is, Government cannot trust the natives, lest, when 
armed, they should massacre the entire European population, from the 
\ceroy down to the smallest Englishmen. But it does not look well to sa 


‘his in 80 many words, therefore the Viceroy has expatiated on the loyalty 
of the natives, 


67, The same 
Moulvi Buzlul Karim. 


The Volunteering movement. 


12, 


Laidman vs, 


In noticing that the Viceroy has called for the papers of the 
case of Laidman vs. Hearsey, the same paper 
remarks that it is foolish to expect from 
adequately punished. Captain Hearsey has 


Hearsey. 


this that Mr. Laidman will be 


He has | 


BHaRaT Bas, 
March 6th, 1886. 


BHARAT BasI. 


Nava MEDINI, 
March 6th, 1886. 


SANJIVANT, 
March 6th, 1886. 


SANJIVANI. 


SANJIV ANI, 


March 6th, 1886. 
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asked for the permission of Government to prosecute the Lieutenan. 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces for dafamation and the papers 
have been called for deciding whether the permission 1s to be given, 

73. Ino noticing that a reward of three lakhs of rupees is to be Piven 

to those soldiers who crossed the frontier to 
Burmah before the 29th of November, and 
also that native soldiers are to get Rs. 12, while even the fifth class Enolish 
soldiers are to get Rs. 24 each, the same paper remarks that the native 
soldiers are always praised for their bravery; why then is such a Preat 
distinction made between their reward and that of Kuropean soldiers? 
When the native soldiers will feel the smart of this sort of treatment, they 
will never agree to fight even at the sacrifice of their lives. 

74. The same paper considers the establishment of a National Asso. 
ciation for the improvement of agriculture 
and for the diffusion of agricultural knov. 
ledge, exceedingly desirable. An attempt in this direction was made in 
the time of Dr. Carey, the great missionary; but as the proceedings were 
written in English, the attempt did not produce the desired result, If 
the proceedings of such an Association be written in simple Bengali, much 
good can be expected from it. 

75. The same paper says that the Income-Tax Act will come into 
operation from next month. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal is trying to enhance the 
chowkidari cess, and to impose the putwari cess. The supporters of the 
Government of Bengal are trying to increase the municipal house-tax in 
Calcutta. They sometimes entreat, sometimes threaten, sometimes even 
appeal to religion and morality to obtain their desired end. Tax, tar, 
and tax, is heard in every direction. The Imperial Government demands 
new taxes, the Provincial Government demands new taxes, the municipal 
administrations in conjunction with civilians demand new taxes. People 
are going to be ruined by so many demands upon them. Some English 
officers have been saying for a long time that the extreme insanitary condition 
of Calcutta cannot be improved without increasing the house-tax ; but, asks 
the writer, who is responsible for the accumulation of filth for a hundred and 
thirty years before the management of the affairs of the town came into the 
hands of the Commissioners? Calcutta was all these hundred and thirty 
years notorious for its high rate of mortality, but there was nobody to 
plead for the health of the town. The sanitary condition of the town 
has been considerably improved during the last seven or eight years, 
but the cry for sanitation is becoming louder every day. Many English- 
men cannot tolerate the idea that the municipal administration of the 
capital of British India should be in the hands of natives, and so the 
Government of Bengal is framing a Bill to change the municipal law. 
The house-owners of Calcutta already find it difficult to pay the heavy 
assessment made on them. They cannot bear further taxation. The 
Commissioners wanted to borrow money for the improvement of sanitation 
in the cheap market of Tondon, but Government has not allowed them to 
do so. Does the Government want to grind the bones of the house-owners, 
who are all natives, while the residents of the Chowringhee palaces escape 
all taxation? Nobody denies the necessity of sanitary reforms, but let all 
classes of the townspeople—Europeans, natives, owners and occupiers—pay 
for them. The Government of India has imposed an income-tax in the name 
of justice. Why are the disciples of the Government of Bengal forgetting 
the plea of justice in this case? Why do not they propose a tax payable 


by all sections of the townspeople ? That will interfere with their ow2 
interest, and they are not fools to do so. 


Reward to soldiers in Burmah. 


Agricultural education. 


Tax, tax, and tax. 
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Paridarshak, of the 6th March, is glad to notice that q —Parmansnas, 
arden ) ereat agitation has been set on foot in ata 
rye Betronchment Committee. Bombay and Allahabad on the subject of the 
Retrenchment Committee. The agitators demand that two Huropeans 
nd two non-official native gentlemen should be appointed to the Committee 
fom each Presidency. Without the appointment of such men no real 
retrenchment will be made. The writer asks his countrymen to follow the 
example of Bombay and Allahabad. 
77. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 6th March, says that Lord Dufferin Sssva> Phastaxas 
: promised a Commission, but appointmenta ~~ =" 
Lord Dutton. Committee for making retrenchments. When 
‘he whole country protested against bis action, he said that as Parliament 
mas going to appoint a Commission, he found that a Committee would do. 
Bat now it appears that Parliament will appoint a Committee, and so His 
Lordship has no reason to appoint a Committee instead of a Commission. 
The native papers demand that a larger number of non-oflicials be 
appointed, but His Lordship does not think that there is any necessity for 
‘nereasing the number of members of the Committee. In reply to the 
memorials submitted by natives for enrolment as volunteers, Lord Dufferin 
has after a long time said that the decision of the Secretary of State has 
not been as yet known definitely, but that he has himself decided that 
natives should not be permitted to become volunteers. Capital decision! A 
srand instance of His Lordship’s liberality. 

78, The Samvdd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 6th March, says that at “SiNvnopare 
the end of the present month the Govern- — march 6th, 1886. 
ment will proceed to the hills. The rulers 
should be ashamed of this unnecessary expenditure incurred for their 
pape All the agitation on this subject has proved to be of no. 
avail. 

79. The Uchit Vakid, of the 6th March, says that in violation of — vomr vazrs, 

| the Parliamentary Act of 1858, Indian Meh 6th, 1686. 
peagenguure of Indian revenues revenues have been spent on wars outside 
of India without the consent of Parliament. 
Why was no notice taken of these illegal acts ? : 

80. The Bangabdsi, of the 6th March, has heard many things said — Bavaasasr. 
y:lsulvie Buzlul Karim, Deputy against Moulvie Buzlul Karim, the Deputy “> °% 18° 
ee Magistrate of Ghattal, for many years. The 
Medint in 1884 published some serious charges against this Deputy Magis- 
trate, and challenged him to bring a case of defamation against it, but the 
reg was not accepted. The higher officers are to blame for this. If 
: rd do not make any enquiry when serious charges are brought against an 
wg A ae at will lose their respect for them. Buzlul has been entrusted 
ay Mpa inirabion of a sub-division. But there are many men who say 
. des 1as broken the trust imposed on him. People are charging him publicly 

lous offences. He does not venture to contradict them, Is not this a 


The Simla exodus. 


are for the higher authorities to enquire into ? The enquiry held last time 
ce Magistrate of Midnapore was a mere farce. He decided the case on 
fposition of the offender and a few creatures of his. Had a proper 


Ta been made at that time, the Wava Medini would not have been 
ged to bring fresh charges against him. 


81. The Sddhdrant, of the 7th March, says that heavy taxation — savmanam 
Government and taxation. is a reproach against the English government, March 7th, 1886. 
ett sullicient foo _ The taxation is so heavy that Indians cannot 
ill Govert ~~ _ Any increase in the taxation would be most oppressive. 
rope ment is going to increase considerably the burden upon 
ple of Bengal. Though the income-tax has not many uDjust 
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features, it is not popular. It is more unpopular in India than elsewher, 
owing to the mode in which it has been realized. Under th, 
Income Tax Act, it is true, very poor people will not be subject ty 
the tax, but it is doubtful whether the law will be strictly followed, 1, 
addition to the income-tax which affects the whole of India, Bengal 
will have to pay the putwari and chowkidari rates. It is not advisable t, 
impose so many taxes at once. The municipalities have become unpopular 
because the people have to pay taxesfor them. Government is displease, 
with the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality, because they are not 
willing to increase municipal taxation. If money is absolutely necessary, it 
should be raised in such a manner as not to be felt by the people. In thi; 
way dissatisfaction among the people will be prevented. 
Dacca Paarasn 89. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 7th March, says that the object of 
March 7th, 1886, Government in reducing the fee payable under 
a the Arms Act from 8annasto 4 annas is to 
enable poor people to take out licenses for keeping arms. But this 
object is being defeated in Dacca by the corruption prevailing among the amla, 
The Government fee is not high, but people cannot get passes without giving 
handsome bribes. Some receive passes on the third day after making their 
application ; others cannot get them even in two months, Poor men have to 
come very often from great distances for these and then return disappointed, 
The writer asks Government to put down corruption with a firm hand, and 
to make arrangement for the sending of passes by post. 
= Se 83. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 8th March, says that many 
March 8th, 1886, people ask the question, why is Sir Rivers 
Thompson so much given to pleasures and 
amusements? The editor does not know what answer to give to this 
question. The answer that readily suggests itself tu one’s mind js, that 
His Honor naturally loves pleasure. But that cannot be the true answer, 
considering that he is a devoted and conscientious Christian. Nor would it 
be correct to say that his present high position affords the Lieutenant- 
Governor such opportunities of indulging in amusements at the expense 
of others as he could not command while he held subordinate posts, because 
he has all along held high and well-paid appointments. Another answer 
is, that compelled to be abstemious during a protracted illness, he has now 
on recovery begun to indulge to exces3 in the pleasures of food and drink, 
Another answer is that,-having left all his official work in the hands of his 
suhordinates, he has got nothing to do, and that to while away his time he 
indulges in amusements. To thisit may be said that instead of holding 
durbars, partaking of feasts and joining hunting parties, His Honor might 
have as well spent his time at Belvedere in conversations with educated 
natives. But it is tobe remarked that this would neither be an agreeable 
nor an easy task, because conversations with educated natives must evidently 
be about important topics. Tor this reason, as also for the fact that con- 
versations with natives whom, as a people, he has injured in many ways, and 
upon whom he has not conferred any benefit, the idea would be found 
impracticable. The true reason why the Lieutenant-Governor is spending 
his time in amusements probably is that on the eve of laying down his high 
office His Honor desires to be popular with natives, but he cannot, for 
fear of offending Anglo-Indians, seek to become popular by doing some 
work which may benefit them. He has therefore hit upon the idea of 
gaining popularity by cultivating the acquaintance of natives and Dy 
indulging in amusements. If this be the case, he has made a great mistake. 
The necessity of providing amusements for him has brought indebtedness 
on many, and this will constitute another charge against him when he 
leaves this country. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 
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o4, The Navavibhakar, of the 8th March, believes that the stationery and 
printing expenses of the Bengal Government 
neduetion of the printing and sta: are capable of reduction. Much money is 
sonery establishments. wasted for printing large reports and resolutions. 
The Government printing establishment should be considerably diminished. 
jment can have things printed at lesser cost at private presses. If 
ih done, Government will not have to entertain the services of officers 
ni salaries. Government should now also retire from the business of 
" ori orts. Government cannot free itself from the characteristic 
printing vay ea lish nati What profit did Government make 
ecantile spirit of the English nation. at profit di 
ty printing rent receipt forms ? Government had to get the receipt forms 
printed by private presses. 7 
g° ° The same paper, referring to the appointment of Mr. MacDonnell 
as Secretary to the Government of India in 
Appointment of Secretaries ) Pysens the Home Department, says that it seems 
buy oon amma to have been settled that Secretaries to the 
as Bengal Government will now be appointed 
Secretaries of the Home Department. Since the people of Bengal have 
to submit petitions against the acts of Government to this. Secretary, and 
ince it is this official who carries on correspondence with the Bengal 
Government, this arrangement is very injurious. The Home Secretary sup- 
ported the Lieutenant-Governor’s conduct towards the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality. The Secretaries to the Local Government should not be appointed 
Secretaries to the Supreme Government. The attention of the Commission 
of Enquiry should be drawn to this matter. . 
85. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 8th March, referring to the fact 
: that Lord Dufferin has appointed a Financial 
Ee Committee instead of appointing a Financial 
Commission as he promised to do, lest people should confound it with 
another Commission, namely, the Commission of Enquiry, says that thisis a 
mere plea, and that Indians are no longer in the condition in which such 
confusion of ideas is possible. ; 

87. The same paper says that whichever party may be in power, 
The constitution of the Government Indians will not be happy unless the consti- 
of India. tution of the Government is changed. The 
Liberals will not be able to do any good if the constitution remains as at 
present. In support of this view it may be mentioned that it is the 
Liberals who have saddled India with the expenses of the Burmese war. 

88. The Som Prakash, of the 8th March, is astonished to find that 
Arrangements for sojourning in the 80 early as at present the English officers 
ills by the officials of Burmah. of Upper Burmah are making arrangements 
for sojourning in the bills. It is said that they have fixed upon a hill of 
Bhamo as the place of their sojourn. 

89. The same paper says that according to the Municipal Act, it is 
ote dismissal of Baboo Girish unlawful tospend municipal money for the 
under Das. reception of an official or any other respectable 
personage. The Lieutenant-Governor himself made this rule. The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor has shown his characteristic narrow-heartedness by dismissing 
baboo Girish Chunder Das, Government Pleader of Dacca, for insisting 
upon the observance of that rule. 

0. The same paper, referring to Government’s refusal to enlist 
natives as Volunteers, says that natives who 
an were eager to show their loyalty have been 
= eda It is not advisable to distrust natives at present when they 
‘i to bear additional burdens in order that the army may be increased. 
sean ment will probably be ultimately distrusted by the people in con- 
quence of its policy of distrust. 


Enrolment of natives ag Volunteers. 


NAVAVIBHAKA4R, 
March 8th, 1886. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR. 


Sak SuDHantipHy, 
March 8th, 1886. 


SaB SuDgaynrpur. 


Som PRAKASH, 
March 8th, 1886. 
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SAMAYA. 


DAINIK, 
March llth, 1886. 
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March 4th, i885 
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91. The Samaya, of the 8th March, says that, though the English 


are the ruling race in India, they are vet 
merchants. They do not cultivate the goog 
qualities of rulers so much as those of merchants. The English shilling 
should be properly equivalent to 5 annas, but now it is equivalent t 
11 annas. The currency in India is silver, while that in England is gold 
This is the reason why India suffers so much loss by exchange now that 
silver has become so cheap. England can easily save India from the logg 
by exchange by introducing both gold and silver currency in both these 
countries. If England gives up monometallism India will benefit by it 
The merchant rulers of India cannot tolerate this. But if Mr. Cleveland's 
proposal about silver currency in America is carried, England with 
her gold currency will be a great loser. 

92. The same paper is sorry to notice that Mr. Nolan has beer 
made Secretary to the Government of Benoa! 
in the place of Mr. MacDonnell in super. 
session of the superior claims of Mr. Cotton. Perhaps Mr. Cotton has 
been punished for his sympathy with the natives of this country. A greater 
well-wisher of the people than Mr. Cotton has never been found amono 
the civilians. : 

93. The Dainik, of the 11th March, says that Maharaja Dhulleep Sing 

is coming to India, but he will have no 
liberty to go anywhere he pleases. He will 
have to place himself under the orders of the 
Government of India, and will under no circumstances be allowed to enter the 
Punjab. Why exercise so much strictness in regard to a ruined man like the 
Maharaja? The English, though so powerful, do not venture to trust the 
Maharaja. Ifow long will the English rule the country with so much distrust 
of natives ? Will this Kmpire become permanent under such circumstances? 


The exchange question. 


Mr, Cotton. 


Maharaja Dhulleep Sing. 


It Il._.—LEGIsLaAtTIve. 


94. The LBhérat Mihir, of the 4th March, is glad to learn that the 
Hon’ble K. T. Telang, c.1.5., has been re- 
appointed an additional member of the 


Bombay Legislative Council. Mr. Telang 
is an able man, and his appointment to the Council cannot but give 


satisfaction. But considering the present constitution of the Legislative 
Councils of this country, the efforts of only one or two able and independ- 
ent-minded native members can avail nothing. The efforts of Baboo 
Peari Mohun Mookerji in the Indian Legislative Council in connection 
with the Income-tax Jill, and those of Baboo <A. M. Bose in the 
Bengal Council in connection with the Chowkidari Bill, have !ed to no 
tangible results. Not one of the suggestions made by the former has been 
accepted, while the objections raised by the latter, although they could not 


Native members of the Legislative 
Council. 


be refuted, have been disregarded, and the Chowkidari Bill is about to 


become law. The labours of the fev native members will bear no fruit 
unul the constitution of the Councils is changed. 

95. The Aungpore Dik Prakash, of the 4th March, says that the 

i i ia proposed Chowkidari Bill will do a good deal 


of harm unless it is radically changed. The 
people in the mofussil are, as a rule, very poor. Tney cannot pay their tax 
regularly. The punchayet, as a rule realise the tax from them a 
the time convenient for them to pay. Itis not a fact that the chowkidars 
are not paid, but they are not punctually paid. The chowkidar used t0 
respect the villagers becavse he was their servant. But he will not do & 
when he becomes a servant of the police. Talf his time is spent now-a-days 
In trying to please the police officers, the ot ver half will be spent in humourlag 


<6 
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an ae x eC om ame § —J 


( 321 ) 


+» tehsildar and the circle sirdar. He will neglect his duty, for the 
— + work 24 hours for Rs. 3 or Rs. 4.. The people will be greatly 
Te gyeniented: The unwillingness of good people to serve as punchayets 
es to the fact that the police ill-treats the punchayet in the same way 
; ‘ Joes the chowkidar. If Government wants to improve the pun- 
- et system it should increase the power of the punchayets, and introduce 
ie elective system for their appointment. This will inaugurate a new 


ora of peace in villages. 


96, The Bharat Basi, of the 6th March, says that the present 
chowkidari law is not all that can be 
desired, and it i3 not unsusceptible of improve- 
nent. But the proposed Bill, instead of improving the law, wants to 
make it worse. ‘The police is always in the habit of oppressing people, but 
under the present law they cannot oppress them in anything connected with 
the chowkidari rate. But the Bill will give the police that power. The 
‘illagers will be ruined by the interference of the police in everything. 
Many of those in whose hands Lord Ripon entrusted self-government are 
‘gstaunch enemies. They want to nip it in the bud. The supporters 
of the Bill may get annoyed at this accusation, and many blame the native 
papers for their meanness, but that will not remove the suspicion of the 
people. The punchayet system is not a creation of the English rule. It 
3 an ancient native institution. Formerly the punchayets had the power 
of trying petty cases. Government has not given much power to the 
punchayet, and it is now trying to take away the little it has given. 
The writer would have supported the Bill if the handsof the punchayets 
had been strengthened by giving them power to try petty cases. They are 
dving good in those parts of India where they have this power. 


97. The Sanjtvant, of the 6th March, says that Government is trying 
shan wk hard to pass the Putwari Bill for the appoint- 
ment of Putwaries as Governmeut officers. 

They will have to keep a register of lands and prepare a list of crops 
produced in them. A tax will be imposed both on zemindars and ryots to 


pay them. Their monthly pay will be Rs. 3 or Rs. 4. There is no doubt 
that the ryots will be ruined by such men. 


98. ‘Thesame paper says that in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 

si ckthed oie of the Chowkidari Bill, Government says that 

: the chowkidars are not punctually paid and 

that the punchayets do not help the police in the detection of crimes, and good 
people do not like to be punchayets, because they do not like to be hard on 
| their neighbours in the matter of the collection of taxes. From the letters 
received by the writer from the mofussil it appears that Government has 
not yet been able to go to the root of the evil. Had the Chowkidari Com- 
uission taken the evidence of villagers, instead of depending entirely on the 
Magistrates and police officers, they would certainly have recommended 
‘complete severance of the connection between the punchayet and the police. 
if the Government wants to act in an intelligent manner, it should withdraw 
tue Bill altogether, or allow the punchayets to cut off all connection with the 
police. The writer publishes several letters written by the police to the 
punchayets in different places, threatening them with the sale of their 
moveable property in case they fail to pay to the chowkidars their salaries, 
reported by them to be in arrears, in ten days. The failure of the punchayet 
es Is to be attributed purely to the oppression of the police. Even the 
eho are hard upon the punchayets. From the letter written by the 
rh — to the punchayets of Kaikhali it would appear that while addressing 
* Police as apnt, he uniformly addresses the punchayet as éwmi. ; 


The Chowkidari Bill. 


BuarRaAT Bas, 
March 6th, 1886. 
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99. The Bangabdsi, of the 6th March, says that under the Putwar; 
Bill the putwaries will become servants of th, 


aaeomanns State, but will do the work of the zemindar 
A small tax will be imposed on both zemindars and tenants to mee, 
their salaries. The amount of the tax will not be larger than what zeminday 
and tenants pay at present to their putwaries. The Act will be introduce 
only in those districts in which the system of recording rights under the 
Tenancy Act has been introduced. The Bill does not provide for the 
appointment of canoongoes. The work of the putwaries will be supervised 
by the Sub-Deputy Collector and other revenue officers, The genera] 
features of the bill have been known, but the details will not be known unti] 
the publication of the report of the Select Committee. The members of tha 
Committee have not been furnished with a copy of the despatch of the 
Secretary of State on the subject, because it 1s said the despatch is a conf. 
dential communication. The writer does not understand what secret jg 
there in the despatch that even the members of the Select Committee cannot 
see it. But there is arumour afloat that the Secretary of State has sanctioned 
the passing of the Bill. The writer suspects that the Secretary of State’s 
consent is not an unqualified one. Lord Ripon issued a circular for giving 
greater publicity to legislative measures and for ascertaining the opinions 
of the people on them ; but no effect has up to this time been given to the 
circular. And now it appears that even members of the Select Committee 
cannot know the opinions of higher authorities. Nothing can be a greater 
farce than this? Many of the Magistrates in the mofussil have objected to 
the Bill ; but still Government wants to proceed with it. The writer thinks 
that the Bill should be withdrawn. , 
100. The Sddhdrani, of the 7th March, referring to Government’s 
reluctance to lay before the public the 
eee secretary. ot, State's letter Jetter in which the Secretary of State permits 
the passing of the Putwari Bill, says that it 
is necessary, no doubt, to conceal matters relating to foreign politics from 
the public, but that it is not easy to understand why Government should 
conceal matters relating to laws. ‘The concealment of facts in connection 
with laws, which are likely to change social customs and manners, is sure 
to awaken suspicion in men’s minds. It is most desirable that a law 
should be universally liked. But it is very hard to make such a law, 
Still by patient work a law can be made universally popular. The 
English officials in India have no respect for the opinions of the people. 
This is the reason why the laws made by the English Government are seldom 
popular. If, under these circumstances, Government conceals facts connected 
with the preparation and passing of laws, suspicions cannot but 0¢ 
awakened in the people’s mind. Government is not acting wisely 
keeping the Secretary of State’s letter relating to the Putwari Bill secret. 
Many Bills which if passed, will produce changes in social relations in the 
province, have been introduced into the Bengal Council. . Government 
is trying to pass these Bills hastily. Such Bills should not be passed hastily 
into law. But the English officials are not to be deterred from doing 4 
thing which they have once undertaken. The Lieutenant-Governor 
not acting well in not heeding the protests made by the people against the 
passing of the Chowkidari Bill. ifhe is convinced that the Bill 1s greatly 
necessary, he should explain this to the people. If Government thinks it 
necessary to keep the Secretary of State’s letter about the Putwari Bill 
secret, it may remove all suspicions from the people’s mind by laying 
before the Members of the Legislative Council. No harm will be done by this. 
The majority of the Members of the Council are officials. The one or two Dom 
official gentlemen in it will not divulge the secret if enjoined not to do 80 
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101. The Navavibhakar, of the 8th March, says that the want of 
independence of the Provincial Legislative 

recessity for the independence of Councils 18 as useful on some occasions 
ge Provincial Legislative Counel'sy = a3 it is injurious in others. While for 


qant of such 


independence Sir George Campbell could not extend 
freedom of mofussil municipalities, some oppressive measures of 
z Bombay Government were vetoed by the Supreme Government. But 
endence can be safely conferred upon the Provincial Council if 
r lective system 18 introduced. Now there are provisions for taking non- 
sal and native members into the Councils. But as these persons are 
sected by the Government, the local Governments can act despotically. 
The elective system should be introduced, and the freedom of the 
Provincial Councils should be widened. There are now many persons in 
ill parts of the country who can assist Government in framing laws. The 
Porincial Councils should be given the power of discussing financial 
nj other matters. The despotism of the Governors and their Councillors 
should be provided against. 
102. The Som Prakdsh, of the 8th March, says that both zemindars 
ee aad ryots will have to suffer if the Putwari Bill is 
a passed intolaw., The Lieutenant-Governor should 
ensider whether the results of the Bill will be really such as he anticipates. 
Can he not leave the matter to be dealt with by his successor ? 


103. Lhe Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 8th March, says that under 
the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
the Collectors will almost at every step come 
settle the disputes between landlords and tenants at the expense of the 
parties. Most of the duties formerly discharged by the zemindars will 
henceforth be entrusted to Government officials. This will be a sure means 
f causing a rupture between zemindars and their ryots. Under Mahomedan 
rule, although the people were deprived of their political independence, sull 
they enjoyed perfect freedom in all other matters, but now under the 
British Government there is official interference in all affairs pertaining to 
the people. This will not benefit: them. The Chowkidari Bill, if it 
necomes law, will lead to the creation of a body of village police. There 
ll be a police outpost in every village. The chowkidars will become 
ilice constables, independent of the control of the village punchayets. All 
us change will be effected at the cost of the villagers, who will be subjected 
0 increased taxation, oppression, and espionage. What crime have weak, 
isarmed, and peace-loving Bengalis committed that they should be subjected 
wall this haressment? Is Sir Rivers Thompson by means of this law 
iaving his revenge upon Bengalis who abuse him in native newspapers? If 


t passes the Chowkidari Bill, he will earn as much notoriety as Sir Fitz- 
ies Stephen. 


104. The same paper is thankful that Government is about to with- 
De Menkitel an draw the Chowkidari Bill. The Editor, 
however, would prefer an amendment of tbe 


“sent chowkidari law by providing for the appointment of really good men 
Dunchayets by the villagers themselves. 4 mm 


105. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th March, complains that 
The Putwari and Chowkidari Bille. Government is not paying heed to the 
gh people's protests against the Putwari and 
Pit art Bills on the ground that they are unnecessary. Government's 

008 may be honest, but itis a matter of regret that the people do 


| : re the honesty of its intentions. Instead of reaping benefit from these. 
 lOlentions, they suffer injury. 


Tendency of present legislation. 


NAVAVIBHAEAR 
March 8th, 1886. 


Som Prakasa, 
March 8th, 1886. 


ANANDA BaZaR 
PaTRIKA, 


March 8th, 1886. 
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1V.—NativE StTATEs. 


Buana? Mim, 106. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 4th March, says that no on 
March 4th, 1886. so foolish as to believe the statement of th 
a Pioneer that the grand reception recently 
accorded by the Begum of Bhopal to the Governor-General’s Agen 
Rajputana on the occasion of his visit to her State was the outcome of he, 
gratitude to the British Government for its late interference jp, the 
affairs of her administration. The fact would seem to be that the 
recent humiliation to which her husband was put by Governmen, 
has inspired her with fear; and afraid lest she should be subjected 
to further humiliation, she arranged for giving a grand reception to 
Sir Lepel Griffin. 
SaMvaD PRABHAKAR, 107. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 8th March, says that Sir River 
March 8th, 1886, Thompson has threatened the Maharajah of 
Hill Tipperah with serious consequences jj 
he does not reform the administration of his State. The Maharaja’s crim, 
is that his expenditure exceeds his income, but the same is the case with 
the Government of India. His next crime is that he does not furnish the 
Government with an estimate of his expenditure. All this appears to be 
ominous. Perhaps the Maharajah’s State will one day be placed in the 
hands of the Court of Wards and the Maharajah pensioned off. The writer 
asks the Maharajah to beware. 


e will be 


The Maharajah of Hill Tipperah. 


V.—PRospects OF THE Crops aND CoNDITION oF THE PEOPLE, 


PRaTixaR, 108. The Pratskar, of the 19th February, says that only Rs. 15,000 


Feb. 19th, 1886. : was collected for the Moorshidabad Relief: 

ae Mens Sele Mine. Fund, but out of this a saving of Rs. 2,100 

has been effected. This shows that the fund has not been properly 

administered. The distress in Moorshedabad was so great that even 

Rs. 25,000 would have been quite inadequate. The fund subscribed by 
munificient persons has been spent in a very miserly way. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS. 


Buana? Basi, 109. The Bhérdt Bast, of the 6th March, hears that the missionaries 
rN i are an object of solicitude to the Countes 
‘ ' of Dufferin. A body of men is being trained 
in missionary work in America, and Lady Dafferin defrays all ther 
expenses. People suspect that the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund will be 
used for the benefit of missionaries. Ifthe movement set on foot by 
her Ladyship is to be made a success, this suspicion should be removed 

from the minds of the people. : | 
BURDway SamsIvant, 110. ‘Lhe Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 9th March, approves of the 
March 9th, 1886. Teaching of Hindu medical science Yecommendation made by the high priest 
he SET Se of the temple of Vaidyanath, that along 


with the European system of medicine the native system of medicine, t00, 
should be taught to native females. 
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Unrya Parrnrs. 


Urea Drrmma, 111. The Utkal Dipiké is not at all satisfied with the provisions of 
We nee ee ok the Village Watchman’s Bill. It makes the 


: following remarks on the Bill :—" At prese™! 
the police have very little power over the chowkidars, who are paid by the 
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wagers. Still a great portion of the chowkidar’s time is spent in carrying 
hout the luggage of travelling officers belonging to the Police Depart- 
oa When the chowkidars will come directly under the police and be 


ment. ; : ‘ A 
1+, cash, they will care very little for what the villagers may think 
pg In fact, they will learn to lord it over the villagers whose crops 


gill not be properly guarded.” The paper therefore requests Government 
to withdraw the Bill altogether. ae vie: ; 
112. The Sebaka, however, writes in a different tone in continuation 
- of its first article on the sameeubject. Its 
The Village Watchman's Bil. remarks are as follow:—‘ We have given 
our general assent to the provisions of the Bill in question, but there are 
| certain points in the same which need careful revision at the hands of the 
nembers of the Sub-Committee appointed to consider its detailed provisions. 
(Ve shall allude to some of these provisions. 

The system of punchayet was introduced with the object of helping 
the villagers to learn the principles of local self-government, but the 
provisions of the Bill have taken out some of the most important privileges 
out of their hands. We have no objection to place the chowkidars under 
the control of the regular police, but the members of the punchayets should 
have power to fine the chowkidars, whom they have been accustomed to 
control for so many years. 

The punchayets should have some power over the tehsildar, who ought 
to be subordinate to them. If the members of the punchayet are required 
to discharge their duties without remuneration, they must have certain 
powers and privileges in return. Otherwise their work will prove distaste- 
ful, and their task a thankless one. It may be that competent men may 
not be found in each village to discharge all the duties of punchayet, 
but we are aware that there are many villages where such men are avail- 
able. Why not entrust such men with greater powers and privileges? We 
would request our legislators to have an eye always on the principles of 
legislation, and not to be led in their judgment by coloured reports of 
executive officers. While Government are trying on the one hand to 
introduce the principles of local self-government in Bengal, it does not 
look well that the legislators should, on the other, be preparing a 
lav that means to oppose the growth of a self-governing institution, which 
has existed in Bengal from time immemorial. | 

We are of opinion that the alleged defects of the present law may be 
0 a great extent removed by a careful revision and modification of the 
provisions of the Bill without, at the same time, lowering the prestige of 
the punchayet in the eyes of the people. It will remain for the Hon’ble 
Members of the Select Committee to look after the same, and we hope they 
will so modify the Bill as to remove all objections that we have pointed out 
in the two successive issues of our paper.” 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.L., 


Bengals Translator. 
BEeNcaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 13th March 1886. 
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SEBAKA, 
Feb. 27th, 1886. 
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